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Baseball ...........4,7
Colleges ..............7
Golf ....................3
High schools .....2,7
Horse racing........2
Motor sports .......2

NBA ...................5
NFL ....................2
NHL....................2
Soccer ..............2,7
Tennis ................6
WNBA..............2,7

INSIDE

SCORES

Mike Curtis:With Kyrie
Irving (above) sidelined at
the start of the seasons, the
Mavericks have a few play-
ers on the roster who can
fill in if another player isn’t
acquired. 5C

■ The Mavericks will get an
early look at Luka Doncic
and the Lakers during a
preseason game on Oct. 15
in Las Vegas. 5C

HIGH SCHOOLS

Keller reprimanded
for alleged violations
The swim titles will be kept,
but the program will have
to make some alterations
after a district executive
committee ruled on the
allegations. 7C

ALSO INSIDE

■ French wild card pulled
off a big upset at Roland
Garros, topping No. 3 Jessi-
ca Pegula. 6C

Chitose Suzuki/DMN

These are
options for
Mavs at PG

Old rivals meet
Texas Tech scored on a sacrifice fly in the seventh
inning to beat defending champion Oklahoma,
setting up the final against Texas in theWomen’s
CollegeWorld Series startingWednesday. 7C

COLLEGES

Colorado...............6
at Miami ..............4

Milwaukee ...........3
at Cincinnati .........2

San Diego...............
at San Francisco ......

N.Y. Mets...............
at L.A. Dodgers .......

NL, 4C
Los Angeles ..........7
at Boston .............6

Detroit ...............13
at Chicago.............1

Minnesota..............
at Athletics ............

AL, 4C

SportsDay
DallasNews.com

W hen the Stars slowly
made theirway off
the ice Thursday

night following the handshake
linewith the victoriousEd-
montonOilers, JamieBenn
waited at the gate and tapped
his teammates as they skated
past. I thoughtBennwas leav-
ing theAAC in a Stars uniform
for the final time.

I thinknow Iwaswrong

about that.Not only hasBenn
said he hopes to comeback,
ownerTomGaglardi andman-
agement have indicated a
willingness tomake it happen.
So, at an extremely reduced
rate from the average of $9.5
million he has beenmaking for
years, Bennmight be coming

back for a17th season.
But it can’t be as captain of

theDallas Stars.
I don’t say thismaliciously,

but the teamneeds to cut ties
with that. This is TeamFinland
now. Slap theC onMikko
Rantanen’s chest, and away
you go. It is time tomove on.

When Imoved to the Stars’
beat in1995, it was the team’s
third season inDallas and
DerianHatcherwas its third
captain. Bennhas been captain
of the Stars for12 seasons.
That’s incredible staying power
when you look at the kinds of

players that have held their
jobs longer. SidneyCrosby, The
Kid himself, for17 years in
Pittsburgh. AlexOvechkin, the
Gretzky record-breaker, for16
years inWashington.Gabriel
Landeskog, theColorado
warriorwhomissed three full
seasons and cameback to put a
scare in the Stars in the first
round inApril.

I don’t thinkBenn could see
losing the captain’s C as any
kind of demotion. If they bring
himback to finish his career

Smiley N. Pool/Staff Photographer

The Stars' Jamie Benn (left), tussling with theWinnipeg
Jets’ Adam Lowry in a second-round playoff game three
weeks ago, had a big drop in production in the playoffs.

Thanks, but C you later
Benn’s contributions
are clear, but time has
come for a new captain

TIM COWLISHAW
wtcowlishaw@dallasnews.com

See STARS Page 2C

ARLINGTON — So begins
the longest road trip thus far of
the TexasRangers’ season.

And, dare we say, that may
be a fine thing? The Rangers
have been a better offensive
team away from Globe Life
Field this season than in it.
They’ve slashed .223/.287/

.335 for a .622 OPS at home.
On the road, though, they’ve
slashed .221/.280/.380 for a
.660OPS.

The difference is in the
power numbers. The Rangers
have hit 76 of their 132 extra
base hits (or 57%) on the road
despite the fact that they’ve

had more at bats at home. Be-
cause of that, the nine-game
trip against the Tampa Bay
Rays, Washington Nationals
and Minnesota Twins may of-
fer theRangers a chance to flex
theirmuscles.

But, anyway, that’s the next
week. Let’s talk about theweek

thatwas.
Marcus Semien on the

rise:He is no longer the team’s
leadoff hitter, but because of
his weekend performance,
Semien will lead off the first of
these five thoughts.

RANGERSAT RAYS | 6:35 p.m. today (RSN, Victory+)

Looking up

Elías Valverde II/Staff Photographer

The Rangers’ Marcus Semien has been slumping this year, but he went 7 for 8 with three walks Friday through Sunday against the St. Louis Cardinals.

Semien’s big weekend offers hope that offense can support the stellar pitching
RANGERS INSIDER

SHAWNMCFARLAND
shawn.mcfarland@dallasnews.com

SeeROTATION Page 4C

I twashardtoimaginetheCJ
Cup Byron Nelson having
more momentum than late

afternoonofMay4,whenworld
No. 1 and Dallasite Scottie
Scheffler completed his eight-
shot victory at McKinney’s TPC
CraigRanch.

Until Monday, that is, when
officials told The Dallas Morn-
ing News that the contract with
the PGA Tour to keep the tour-
nament atTPCCraigRanchhas

beenextendedthrough2030.
Since his Nelson triumph

withatour-record-tyingscoreof
253 (31under par) Scheffler has
continued to roll, winning the
PGA Championship and the
Memorial. Likewise, good news
continues for the 57-year-old CJ
CupNelson.

Roughly an hour after last
month’s Nelson concluded,
phase II of a $22.5million rein-
vestment project to overhaul
TPC Craig Ranch began. Work
is scheduled to be completed
well before next year’s Nelson,
May21-24.

“I thinkwhat’s really impres-
sive here is the strength of the
partnerships,” said David Pills-Smiley N. Pool/Staff Photographer

Scottie Scheffler, preparing to hit from the 18th tee during the final round of the CJ Cup
Byron Nelson in McKinney on May 4, won the tournament by eight strokes.

Nelson extends TPC Craig
Ranch pact through 2030
CJ Cup tourney deal
reached as phase II of
course overhaul speeds

GOLF

BRADTOWNSEND
btownsend@dallasnews.com

SeeNELSON Page 3C

Women’sPGA
Championshipheads to
PGAFrisco.3C
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REAL NEWS.
REAL PEOPLE.
REAL LOCAL.
Together with The News, we’re

deepening our storytelling – uniting

their North Texas insight with our local

voice to better inform, connect, and

reflect our Tarrant County community.

For more info, scan
the QR code or visit
FortWorthReport.org

FRISCO — On Sunday,
Amy Yang finished the final
round of another grueling U.S.
Women’s Open, at ErinHills in
Wisconsin, caught a 5 p.m.
flight to Dallas and arrived in
Frisco at about10p.m.

She awoke in time Monday
to play the PGA Frisco’s Fields
Ranch East Course and, at 1
p.m., attend media day of the
KPMG Women’s PGA Cham-
pionship, where she will de-
fendher title June19-22.

“Why not take the opportu-
nity to see the course this
morning, even though I’m a lit-
tle tired?” she saidwith a smile,
as she did throughout media
day. “I think I made a good de-
cision.”

Indeed, Fields East has only
been open since spring 2023,
meaning South Korea’s Yang
will be among the relative few
of the 156 players in the Wom-
en’sPGAfield toplay thecourse
before tournamentweek.

The Women’s PGA will be
the second major tournament
played at Fields East, on the
660-acre home of the PGA of
America. It also will be the first
Women’s PGA played in Texas
and the first women’s major in
North Texas since the 1991U.S.
Women’s Open at Fort Worth’s
Colonial CountryClub.

The first major played at
Fields East was the May 2023
KitchenAid Senior PGA
Championship, won by Steve
Stricker in a playoff against Pá-
draigHarrington.

When the PGA of America
in August 2022 relocated from
PalmGardens, Fla., to its state-

of-the-art, $33.5 million head-
quarters building in Frisco, it
promised many big tourna-
ments to come.

The PGA Championship
will be here in 2027 and 2034.
The Senior PGA Champion-
ship returns in 2029 and the
Women’s PGA in2031.

“Oh, I had so much fun this
morning,” Yang said. “The
course isplaying tough,but still
fair. I think it’s gonna test all as-
pects of your game. So I can’t
wait to come back and play the
championship.”

Yang, 35, won’t have to wait

long. Championship director
Jason Mengel said the PGA
sold out both its initial and ex-
pandedplans of 25-person sky-
boxunits.

Mengel said the pro-am is
only one group shy of a sellout,
1,000 volunteers are commit-
ted tohelp run the tournament,
and only a limited number of
Club PGA and general admis-
sion tickets remain.

Along with getting to watch
theworld’s bestwomen golfers,
thosewhobuy corporate suites,
tickets or work as a volunteer
also gain the opportunity to

purchase 2027 PGA Champi-
onship tickets.

“The reason I like this
championship is certainly the
greatest players in the world
will be playing inside the ropes,
but I think you need to look
outside the ropes,” PGA of
America president Don Rea Jr.
said. “You’re going to see [fans]
with their kids, their grand-
daughter or grandson in tow.
It’s going to be oldermen, older
women, all age groups.”

Joining Yang at PGA Frisco
on Monday was Katelyn Sep-
moree, PGA assistant profes-

sional at Willow Brook Coun-
tryClub inTyler.

Sepmoree qualified for the
Women’s PGA, as one of 10
PGA/LPGA Professionals on
the Corebridge Financial
Team, by winning the Febru-
ary’s PGAWomen’s StrokePlay
title at PGA Golf Club in Port
St. Lucie, Fla.

Sepmoree led Tyler Legacy
to district championships in
2008 and 2009 and earned
All-Big 12 honors at Texas, but
her vocation is teaching golf
and helping to manage opera-
tions at Willow Brook. She has

been told that multiple bus-
loads of supporters plan to
come fromTyler.

Willow Brook head profes-
sional Chris Hudson is Sepmo-
ree’s teacher.

“I work with great people
that allowme todobothmy job
and practice at the same time,”
Sepmoree said. “[Hudson] has
said, ‘I want you to chase your
dreams, and if that’s playing in
major championships, let’s find
a way to do that.’ I’m very
blessed to be in a spot that nur-
tures that.”

Yang has won six LPGA ti-
tles, but her three-shot win in
last year’s Women’s PGA at Sa-
halee Country Club was her
first major championship — in
her 75th start in amajor.

She finished second in the
2012 and 2015 U.S. Women’s
OpensandSundayatErinHills
tied for 36th. But there shewas
inFriscoonMonday, smilingas
she and Sepmoree hit ceremo-
nial tee shots from the Omni
PGA Frisco Resort’s rooftop
pool deck toward Fields East’s
9th green.

Being a major champion is
tough work, but someone has
to do it.

Top golfers keep fl�ocking to Frisco
KPMGWOMEN’S PGA CHAMPIONSHIP | PGA Frisco’s Fields Ranch East, June 19-22

Photos by Steve Hamm/Special Contributor

Amy Yang, the defendingWomen’s PGA Championship winner, helps promote the upcomingWomen’s PGA Champi-
onship to be played at PGA Frisco’s Fields Ranch East Course later this month.

By BRAD TOWNSEND
Staff Writer

btownsend@dallasnews.com

South Korea’s Yang
previews course ready
to host its 2nd major

Championship director
Jason Mengel says a limited
number of Club PGA and
general admission tickets
remain for the tournament.

bury, CEO of Invited, which
with thecityofMcKinney joint-
ly announced the extension.
“We’re just really proud to be
one of the key partners in that
remarkableequation.”

The partnership includes
the 650-member host-organi-
zation Salesmanship Club of
Dallas. Since 1968, the Nelson
has generated $190 million for
the Salesmanship Club’s Mo-
mentous Institute, which uses
mental health services, educa-
tion and professional training
to strengthen children, families
andcommunities.

Since 2021the tournament’s
partnership has included the
city of McKinney and Craig
Ranch founder David Craig,
which for more than a decade
worked to lure the tournament
north to Collin County, after
runs at Preston Trail (1968-
1982), TPC Las Colinas (1983-
2017)andTrinityForest.

Last but not least the part-
nership includes CJ, Korea’s
leading food culture company.
In 2024 CJ replaced AT&T as
theNelson’s title sponsor,witha
tournament-stabilizing 10-year
agreement.

Pillsbury said CJ’s sponsor-
ship was the final impetus for
Dallas-based Invited, which
owns150golf andcountry clubs
worldwide, to make the largest
single-course reinvestment in
its history in TPC Craig Ranch,
which was designed by Tom
Weiskopf, opening in2004.

Invited hired Wadkins De-
sign Group, led by 1973 Nelson
champion andWorld Golf Hall
of Famer Lanny Wadkins, to
complete the TPC Craig Ranch
overhaul.

“We’re thrilled about the in-
credible investment Invited is
making in TPC Craig Ranch,”
said JonDrago, tournament di-
rector of the CJ Cup Nelson.
“The thoughtful redesign and
enhancements envisioned by
the Invited team will undoubt-

edly elevate thecourseeven fur-
ther.

“The city of McKinney and
Invited continue to be out-
standing partners, and we’re
looking forward to what’s
ahead. We can’t wait to show-
case the reimagined course to
players, fans and theworldnext
May.”

The course renovation in-
cludes new turf varieties to en-
hance conditions and durabili-
ty; complete bunker redesign
and repositioning to improve
the strategy of play; enhancing
drainageandaesthetics;andre-
surfacing and reshaping of
greens to allow expanded pin
placementoptions, smoothness
andundulation.

Pillsbury told The News he
visited the site about twoweeks
ago.

“I couldn’t believe the
amount of work that’s been
done,” he said. “We’re moving
extraordinary amounts of dirt.
The progress has been incredi-
ble. Lanny’s team is putting
pedal to the metal, and it
shows.”

For thecityofMcKinney, the
luringof theCJCupNelsonand
commitment through 2030 is
part of the legacy of Mayor
George Fuller, whose two-term
limit expires after this week’s
runoff election.

Along with the Nelson, Mc-

Kinney since 2018 has hosted
theNCAA’sDivision II national
football title game. Construc-
tionalso isunderwayona$300
million, 20,000-seat open-air
amphitheater to host concerts
andcommunityevents.

“The extension of CJ Cup
Byron Nelson at TPC Craig
Ranch is tremendous news for
McKinney,” Fuller said. “This
tournament has not only deliv-
ered significant economic ben-
efits to our city, but it also gives
us a unique opportunity to
showcaseMcKinney to a global
audience.

“I’m especially grateful to
David Craig, whose vision de-
cades ago—and relentless ded-
ication ever since — made this
possible. I also want to thank
Invited for their continued
partnership and the Salesman-
ship Club for their unwavering
commitment to supporting
families inneed.

“Their mission aligns beau-
tifully with our community’s
values,makingthistournament
not just a world-class sporting
event, but the right event for
McKinney.”

Pillsburycalledthetimingof
the announcement and the end
of Fuller’s tenure “the icing on
the cake” and “shining example
of a public-private partnership
that has delivered tremendous
community impact.”

Nelson pact goes through ’30
BRADTOWNSEND

Continued from Page 1C

Smiley N. Pool/Staff Photographer

Fans gather at TPC Craig Ranch after Scottie Scheffler
claims the CJ Cup Byron Nelson at TPC Craig Ranch.


